
Hove, Aldi 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Background and planning context 

I thought this site had planning consent for new 
homes, why are you now proposing an Aldi store? 

The Court Farm site has previously been granted various 
planning consents for new homes, with the most 
recent being in 2017 where consent was granted for 69 
dwellings. 

Following the consent, the then owners demolished 
the existing buildings on the site, but work on the new 
homes did not start. In 2020 the site was made available 
with Aldi purchasing it with the view to preparing an 
application for a new Aldi food store. 

Given the location of the site, next to the junction with the 
A27, we think that a new food store is a more appropriate 
use for the site, creating a buffer too for the proposed 
new homes on the neighbouring Toad’s Hole Valley 
development. 

How does this site relate to the Toad’s Hole Valley 
application? Do you need to wait for a decision to be 
made on that site first? 

The site is allocated as part of the wider Toad’s Hole Valley 
strategic allocation; however, it does not form part of the 
Toad’s Hole Valley planning application that has been 
submitted to Brighton and Hove City Council. 

In designing the proposal for the Court Farm site, we have 
paid close attention to the submitted proposals for the 
neighbouring Toad’s Hole Valley, including considering 
where pedestrian links can be made between the two 
sites. 

The proposal for the new Aldi will be a standalone 
planning application and is therefore not reliant on a 
decision being made on Toad’s Hole Valley, nor work 
starting on that site should it receive consent. 

When are you submitting a planning application to 
Brighton and Hove City Council? 

Following consultation with the local community and 
statutory stakeholders, it is the intention to submit a 
planning application in the summer 2021. 

May 2021 

Transport and access 

How many car parking spaces will there be? 

The proposals include a total of 119 car parking spaces, 
including: 

• 7 disabled access spaces
• 7 parent and child spaces 
• 12 active electric charging spaces and 12 passive 

electric spaces ready for future use

There are also 16 customer and 10 staff cycle spaces 
proposed. 

Have you taken into consideration the proposed 
Toad’s Hole Valley development when designing your 
proposal, particularly when considering access and 
traffic impact? 

Yes. The proposal has been designed on the assumption 
that the Toad’s Hole Valley development will be coming 
forward, but equally, it is not reliant on that happening. 
This includes understanding the potential traffic impact, 
as well as designing potential pedestrian and cycle 
access points that can connect to the Toad’s Hole Valley 
site in the future. 

How will King George VI Avenue and neighbouring 
roads cope with extra traffic demand? 

A full transport assessment is being undertaken as part 
of developing the proposal for the new Aldi store. This 
will assess the potential impact the store will have on 
the existing roads through people visiting the store. It 
is important to note, that the location of the site means 
that there will be many people visiting the store that 
would already be travelling on the local road network, 
particularly King George VI Avenue, and will be simply 
adding a trip to the store to their normal journey. 

What about public transport, are there any plans to 
improve it to the site? 

The site is already served by public transport, with buses 
connecting the site to Hove, Withdean, Central Brighton 
and beyond. The site will also benefit from agreed future 
infrastructure improvements that are to come forward as 
part of the Toad’s Hole Valley development. 
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Are you proposing any infrastructure improvements 
to improve access to the site for cyclists, pedestrians 
and vehicles? 

The proposal includes new access points to the site 
for both cyclists and pedestrians. This includes links 
to the neighbouring Toad’s Hole Valley site, as well as 
connecting to the planned cycle lanes along King George 
VI Avenue. 

In addition, it is currently proposed to facilitate a new 
pedestrian crossing point, with a central refuge island, 
from the site to connect to King George VI Drive, thereby 
making it easier for pedestrians to access the store from 
the south. 

Aldi operations 

What time will the store be open from? 

The anticipated operating hours are the standard hours 
for Aldi:

• Monday-Saturday 8am-10pm 
• Sunday trading to be limited to 6 hours, likely to be 

10am-4pm

The store opening hours will be agreed with Brighton 
and Hove City Council as part of the planning application.  

How will deliveries be managed? How many 
deliveries will there be a day? How will the delivery 
vehicles reach the store? 

We would like to receive deliveries between 5am and 
10pm, there will typically be 2-3 deliveries per day.

The delivery bay has been located to the rear of the store 
so that it is away from the main car park. Aldi design 
their stores so that the delivery vehicles load directly into 
the delivery bay, removing the need to transfer goods 
externally on trolleys. 

Deliveries to the store are carefully managed and will 
generally be timetabled to be out of hours, or during 
periods when the store is quietest so there will be limited 
conflict with customer traffic. It is anticipated that the 
delivery vehicles will approach the store from the A27 and 
then leave via the A27. 

As Aldi control the operations, deliveries are scheduled, 
and this ensures that there will not be more than one 
delivery vehicle on site at any one time. This will be 
enforced through a Delivery Management Plan which will 
need to be agreed with the Council. 

How many jobs will this store create, and will they be 
for local people? 

We always look to employ locally and will be undertaking 
local recruitment when the store is near to completion, 

should we get planning consent. A store this size will 
create in the region of 50 jobs, across a range of skill 
levels and both full and part time.

Ecology and landscaping 

There are existing hedgerows and woodland on the 
site, will you be protecting these? 

The proposal for the new Aldi store has been landscape 
and ecology-led, ensuring the design approach 
considers the potential impact on the site, is cohesive 
with the surroundings, as well as the relationship with 
the neighbouring South Downs National Park. 

The existing boundary woodland, hedgerows and scrub 
is to be retained and enhanced, creating wildlife corridors 
to connect to Toad’s Hole Valley and the wider area.
The retained and enhanced planting, along with the 
proposed wildflower green roof means that the site 
is well screened from the neighbouring South Downs 
National Park. 

What impact will there be on existing wildlife on the 
site? What are you proposing to mitigate this? 

With the proposal being landscape-led, the proposals 
include opportunities to maintain habitats for dormice, 
as well as birds, bats, and other wildlife. The wildflower 
green roof will also create a further habitat for wildlife to 
forage and find refuge. 

Overall, the proposal will result in a biodiversity net gain 
for the site. 

Sustainability 

What sustainability features are included as part of 
the proposals? 

Sustainability is at the forefront of the design approach 
for the new store, reflecting both the drive for green 
development at Brighton and Hove City Council, as well 
Aldi’s company-wide approach to sustainable measures.  

Sustainable features of the proposal include: 

• A wildflower green roof 
• Efficient thermal fabric for the building 
• Air source heat pump
• Low carbon heating 
• Minimising water usage 
• Electric vehicle charging
• Recycling of store waste, or turning it into fertiliser or 

animal feed 
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